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smoke his smoke, the light his light, the coals his coals, and the sparks his sparks. In that fire the Devas, the gods, offer man (as a sacrifice), and from that sacrifice man (purusha) rises, brilliant in colour.
* Those who thus know this and those who in the forest worship the True as faith1, go to light, from light to day, from day to the waxing half of the moon (new moon), from the waxing half of the moon to the six months when the sun goes North2, from those six months to the world of the Devas, from the world of the Devas to the .sun, from the sun to the place of lightning3.   When they have reached the place  of lightning, a person, not a man4, comes near them
1  Yagwavalkya III. 192 explains this by sraddhaya paraya yutafy endowed with the highest faith.   The exact meaning is not clear. The True is meant for Brahman.
2  Of. Deussen, Sutr., p. 19 ; Syst., p. 509.
3  On the connection of lightning with the moon, see Hillehrandt, Ved. Mythologie, vol. i. pp. 345, 421.
*  The right reading here and in the JSTtandogya-Upanishad IV. 15} 5, seems to be purusho amanava^.    We have, however, for the other reading manasaft the authority of Yagruavalkya III. 194, but amanava/i is strongly supported by the Vedanta-sutras and by the   commentators   (see p.  134).    Professor Boehtlingk prefers manas-afe, and translates: ' Now comes the spirit who dwells in the thinking organ and takes them to the places of Brahman.' This cannot be.
Sankara here explains purusho manasaft as a man produced by Brahman through his mind. This is possible, and better at all events than Boehtlingk's translation. For purusho manasaft, if it means the spirit that dwells in the thinking organ, as, for instance, in Taitt. Up. I. 6, could not be said to approach the souls, for they would be themselves the purushas who have reached the lightning. If we read man as a, we could only take it for a purusha, a person, though not a material being, who may therefore be called manasaft, either as a being visible to the mind (manas) only, or as a being created by the mind, in fact a kind of spirit in the form of a man, though not a real man. I prefer, however, to read amanava. "What confirms me in this belief is that in the Avesta also, which shares many ideas about the journey of the souls after death with the Upanishads, we read that when the soul of the departed approaches the Paradise of the
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